
VOLUME 56 NUMBER 8 

 THE 

FLATWHEEL  
AUGUST 2021 



THE FLATWHEEL 

 

VOLUME 56 NUMBER 8 2 PAGE  

2 Table of Contents 

3 When and Where We Meet 

4 From The Super 

5 DIV-4 Leadership 

6 BOD Meeting Minutes 

7 General Meeting Minutes 

8 Auction Results 

9 Module Group 

10 Company Store 

11 Contest Table 

12 Raffle 

12 Editorial 

32 What’s Going On? 

33 Hobby Sources Listings 

36 About US 

 COLUMNS:  FEATURES: 

 In This Issue AUGUST 2021 

13 THE DYNAMIC DUO 
By Joe Kurilec, MMR 

14 NOW AND THEN—DEPOT 
TRAIN & HOBBY 

By Joe Kurilec, MMR 

17 THE B&O WEST 3rd ROUND 
HOUSE—Part 2 

By Joe Kurilec, MMR 

27  

PAINTINGS & DRAWINGS 

28 A REAL TRACK GUAGE 

29 VR #10 
WINNERS 

30 HOME LAYOUT PROGRESS 
Bruce Bowie 

  

  

 

 



THE FLATWHEEL 

 

VOLUME 56 NUMBER 8 3 PAGE 

DIVISION   4 
THE NORTH COAST DIVISION 

 
OUR NEXT REGULAR MEETING WILL BE FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2021 

The North Coast Division holds 

10 meetings a year (none in July 

and August).  Meetings are on the 

2nd Friday of each month.  A 

social half hour starts at 7:00 p.m. 

followed by a short business meeting at 7:30.  After a short 

break, a railroad themed raffle and clinic complete the typical 

agenda.  Starting September, 2020, the meetings are held at 

the Westlake City Recreation Center, 28955 Hilliard Blvd, 

Westlake, OH 44145.  Visitors are welcome to attend any 

meeting. 

 

The Division’s newsletter, The Flatwheel is published 

monthly (except during July and August) by Division 4 of the         

Mid-Central Region (MCR) of the  National Model Railroad 

Association (NMRA).   All comments are welcome.   

 

Views expressed in The Flatwheel do not necessarily reflect 

the opinion of the NMRA, MCR, or Division 4. 

 

The Flatwheel is typically electronically published no later 

than the Monday   preceding the monthly meeting.  Submis-

sions are due no later than the 26th of the prior month, for 

example, August 26th for the September Flatwheel. 

 

Unaccredited photos courtesy of the editor or staff photogra-

pher Dave Williams. 

WHEN & WHERE 

WE MEET 
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 FROM THE SUPER 

“Driving the train doesn’t set its course.  The real job is laying the track.”  Ed Catmull 

Lee Sheffield 

 Here we are half way through summer already and on to our second summer edition of the Flatwheel.  

As I had said in my July column Chuck asked to put together two summer editions of the Flatwheel.  I hope 

you are enjoying your summer reading. 

 I just got home from our summer picnic at the Northern Ohio Live Steamers layout in Lester.  We had 

about 60 people attend with quite a few family’s enjoying burgers, brats, hot dogs and riding trains.  It sure 

was good to get together after the bug.  The weather was a little iffy at the beginning of the day but by the 

afternoon the sun was out and the temps were tolerable.  

 Have you been retreating to the basement during the hot days to work on some model railroad projects?  

I have been working on a project mounting tractors on flatcars.  The flatcars are some Red Caboose kits I have 

acquired over the years that I assembled and added wood floors.  Then I made blocking from wood strip stock 

to glue to the decks to position the tractors.  I should have a good looking train of flatcars with tractor loads to 

operate on the modules.  Let's hear about what you have been working on.  A short article for the flatwheel is 

all there is to it. 

 Speaking of modules, we have our first gig of the season scheduled.  We will be displaying at the 

Cuyahoga County Fair August 10th through the 15th.  If you are at the fair be sure to stop by and check out the 

layout.  We will be in building Number 29, the Home and Hobby Building.  After that our show in October 

will be next.  

 One other thing on the subject of county fairs.  The Medina County Fair is coming up August 2nd 

through the 8th   And with it the Medina County 4H club layout in Building 12.  They will have a smaller setup 

compared to previous years but they are still showing.  And while there vote for your favorite module and sign 

up for the engine drawing that I will award at the September meeting.   

 As a gentle reminder, be sure to sign up to help at the Great Berea Train Show in October.  There are a 

variety of jobs to fill.  You can always sign up to work at the gate if you don’t want to lug tables and chairs 

around.  There is something for everyone to do.  This is our one big project of the year, so please step up and 

volunteer. 

 If you come across someone who is interested in model railroading during your summer invite them to 

a meeting.  See everyone at our next meeting in September.  

 

As always, Model Railroading is Fun !!! 

 

Lee Sheffield 
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ELECTED OFFICERS 
 

  Superintendent  - Lee Sheffield, lakeshorenyc@yahoo.com 

 

  Assistant Superintendent  - Ron Morgan, ronalco844@gmail.com 

 

  Secretary  -  Chris Shick, craftqween@sbcglobal.net 

 

  Treasurer  -  Greg Noeth (216)-789-2086,  gjnoeth@yahoo.com 

 

  Director East -  Fred Obreza (216)-587-4419, chevy5664@sbcglobal.net 

 

  Director West  -  Gary Schaefer, trains.ohio@yahoo.com 

 

  Director Quad Co. - Fred Wagner (419)-908-8251, boonedog0219@gmail.com 

 

  Director at Large  - Brian Haas, haasland@msn.com 

 

  Director at Large  - Jeff Lauren (216)-798-1896,  jflrn@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

APPOINTED POSITIONS 

 
  Great Berea Train Show  -  David James, c(440)-785-9907 

 

  Achievement  -  John Hemsath MMR®  hemsathj@gmail.com 

 

  Layout Tours  -  Ron Morgan, ronalco844@gmail.com 

 

  Contests  -  Joe Filipiak, graftonpotter@frontier.com 

 

  Historian/Archivist  -  Frank Bongiovanni 

 

  Raffle  - Adam Woodie, woo3482@hotmail.com 

 

  Co. Store Manager  - Scott Benson, sbenson440@zoominternet.net 

 

  Clinics  -  Gary Sole  440-250-2192  gsantafe7@gmail.com 

 

  Flatwheel Editor  -  Chuck Shick. chuck.shick@sbcglobal.net 

 

  Membership  -  George Keller c(419)-217-0396, gkeller@woh.rr.com 

 

  Modules  -  Adam Woodie, woo3482@hotmail.com 

 

  N.O.A.R.S. Representative  -  Bill Kovacs 

 

  Webmaster  -  Ben Lanza, blqt@nls.net 

 

  Refreshments  - Don Glass 

 

  Training Day  -  Gary Schaefer, trains.ohio@yahoo.com 

 

NORTH 

COAST 

OHIO 

 

DIV-4 

Leadership 
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 MODULE GROUP 

Adam "Hot Box" Woodie 

 

 

 

Greetings Fellow Model Railroaders! 
The module group is about to go into high gear over the next 4 to 6 weeks by displaying at two major 
events!  First up, the Cuyahoga County Fair located at the fair grounds in City of Berea.  We are still working 
some minor details such as personnel scheduling, but everything else is on track.  As in 2019, we anticipate 
this event to be great opportunity to introduce or re-introduce people to great hobby of model railroading 
and, of course, to run some trains.  The fair is scheduled to begin on Tuesday, August 10th and run through 
Sunday, August 15th.  If you plan on attending the fair, don't forget to stop by and see us.  We will be located 
in the Home and Hobby Building. 
 
Next up, is the Cleveland Oktoberfest also located at Berea fair grounds.  We have been working out the 
details for displaying at this event and continue to do so with the event organizers.  Details regarding 
displaying at this event will be released shortly to the members of the module group.  This event is scheduled 
for two weekends in September.  The first weekend will begin on Friday, September 3rd and end on Monday, 
September 6th while the second weekend will begin on Friday, September 10th and end on September 
12th.  This event, just like Cuyahoga County Fair, is also considered a great opportunity for exposure to the 
general public.   
 
In summary, mark your calendars for those upcoming events.  If you are interested in joining the module 
group and operate a train or two on the layout, then please don't hesitate to let me know.  There will be 
plenty of opportunities over the next couple of events for anyone that would like try their hand at module 
model railroading.  Please email me at woo3482@hotmail.com and let me know if your are interested.   
 
Until next time! 

 
 
Adam "Hot Box" Woodie 
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 CONTEST TABLE 

The new list of contest challenges for 2021 - 2022 season are as follows; 
 September asks for an interesting tank car from the era that you are modeling or simply a tank car 
that you find interesting. 
 October contest is looking for a small steam powered switch engine.  The type you would find in 
freight yards or industries but not on the head end of a fast freight on the main line. 
 November's contest subject matter is about something that all railroads have and still do use for 
traction.  Sand facilities are always found around engine service areas, whether it's old time steam 
or todays diesels.  Getting traction on slippery rails is made possible with sand.  So let's see what 
you come up with as a sanding facility. 
 January will give you a chance to build a small, rural station.  Depending on the railroad and its 
location, the designs can be unique and varied. 
 February's contest is asking for an R.P.O. (railroad post office) car.  
 March is the "blank box car contest.  Blank box car bodies will be available at all meetings at the 
Contest Table.  You can have as many as you need at no cost to complete your model project.  
 April's contest is a grain hauling car.   Forty foot box cars were the standard until covered hoppers 
came along. 
  May's contest is challenging you to show a piece of logging industry equipment that needs rail to 
move on, other than a locomotive. 

Joe Filipiak 
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 STANDING NOTE 

So you want to build some turnouts  - whether you are working on Achievement awards, or upgrading your 
trackwork, this is a reminder that the Division has an inventory of Fast Tracks tools and supplies for use by 
members. All are HO Code 83. 

We have #4, #5, #6 and #8 turnouts (left or right), #6 Gantlet, and #6 crossovers (single or double). Plus all 
supplies including the Quicksticks. 

Contact Steve Kaplan - 216-533-4319 spk@skaplanassociates.com  to arrange to borrow what you need. 

Steve 

216-533-4319 

 

 RAFFLE 

Greetings Fellow Model Railroaders! 
 

No monthly raffle for the month of August since there are no scheduled meetings.  The raffle will resume at 
the September meeting.  
 

Until next time! 
 
Adam "Hot Box" Woodie 

Adam "Hot Box" Woodie 
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JUDGING THE 2021 MEDINA COUNTY 4H MODEL 
RAILROAD CLUB MODULES 

By Joe Kurilec, MMR 

4H members have their modules judged before the Medina County Fair opens. Division 4 members 
are encouraged to visit the Medina County Fair from August 2 to 8, 2021 in building 12. There 
Division 4 members can vote for the favorite module they liked the best. Make sure you ask for the 
clipboard to vote and sign in for a special raffle. It was 2019 when the last judging took place. This 
year Scott Benson, Scott Meredith, Scott Kogler, Kyle Kogler and myself judged entries. Scott 
Kogler and myself judged the senior modelers. Scott Benson and Kyle Kogler judged the junior 
modelers. Scott Meredith oversaw the the judging. All entries showed a great deal of creativeness 
and all levels of skills learned. Following are the entries we viewed. 
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JUDGING THE 2021 MEDINA COUNTY 4H MODEL 
RAILROAD CLUB MODULES 
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JUDGING THE 2021 MEDINA COUNTY 4H MODEL 
RAILROAD CLUB MODULES 

This module was laid out very well. Not cluttered but details were placed just right. 

The baseball field had really neat lights. 
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JUDGING THE 2021 MEDINA COUNTY 4H MODEL 
RAILROAD CLUB MODULES 

The use of turnouts was well done into the grain elevator siding. 

The use of printed brick paper on the bridge was very effective and the modeler used paper mache to 
make the hills. There is something that you don't hear anymore! 
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JUDGING THE 2021 MEDINA COUNTY 4H MODEL 

RAILROAD CLUB MODULES 

This snow scene was very professionally! The snow was done almost perfect.....and the iced over pond, 
center of picture, was made of melted clear wax! What a great idea! 

The white area in the center is a reflection of my camera flash! 
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JUDGING THE 2021 MEDINA COUNTY 4H MODEL 
RAILROAD CLUB MODULES 

 

The mud/dirt area looked very good. We were told that the color dried in different shades. Nice. 

This was a junior entry. This modeler used a "Zoom" contact to the judges cell phone! VERY creative. He 
also scratch built the stone bridge, left center. 
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THE DYNAMIC DUO AND A FAMILY TRADITION 

From 1941 to 1985 PART 1. 
by Joe Kurilec, MMR 

As mentioned in the last issue of the Flatwheel "teaser" here is the complete story of the two sharecroppers as 

they learn "the greatest hobby in the world".   MODEL RAILROADING! 

 

A brief note about Bernie Klein. He worked for Cleveland Transit System and part time at Hobbyville at West 

110 & Lorain Road. There he worked with Gary Sole.    Bernie helped Gary get into model railroading. Many 

of you know about "Bernie's Bargains" at our Great Berea Train Show. Chuck & Mike Klein & Gary Sole run 

"Bernie's Bargains".  Just a little part of Division 4 history. 

 

Our story will start off in 1941 when  Bernie & Lillian Klein started model railroading. Every year they set up 

a Christmas layout under their tree. 

Take a look at some of the classic Lionel trains. The person to the right (leg & sock) is Bernie's 
cousin Ernie. 
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THE DYNAMIC DUO AND A FAMILY TRADITION 

From 1941 to 1985 PART 1. 

Fast forward to 1948. Another Christmas tree layout, only now it is expanding! Bernie started scratch 
building structures  
for the layout! Notice the water tower left of the tree and to the right, a wooden trestle. More on these 
great models  later on. 
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THE DYNAMIC DUO AND A FAMILY TRADITION 

From 1941 to 1985 PART 1. 

Here we see the kids in 1953. You'll notice the younger and much better looking brother, Mike Klein 
on the left! 
Chuck Klein on the right hey you wanna play trains look?" Once again the layout is growing. The 
wooden  
trestle in the rear has expanded and a new wooden fence protects the layout. Mike on the left still 
has to figure out the wheels of the loco go on the tracks! 
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THE DYNAMIC DUO AND A FAMILY TRADITION 

From 1941 to 1985 PART 1. 

This 1955 scene shows the layout growing. The mountains are crumbled brown paper. 
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THE DYNAMIC DUO AND A FAMILY TRADITION 

From 1941 to 1985 PART 1. 

 

It now 1960 and color film is used. Notice to the rear is a HO scale set expanding the layout once 
again. 
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THE DYNAMIC DUO AND A FAMILY TRADITION 

From 1941 to 1985 PART 1. 

In 1963 the village is growing. Beside cardboard structures, the use of Plasticville structures 
can be seen. The layout has added S gauge American Flyer models just to the left of the 
village houses. 
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THE DYNAMIC DUO AND A FAMILY TRADITION 

From 1941 to 1985 PART 1. 

1965 show more and more items added to the Christmas layout. 
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THE DYNAMIC DUO AND A FAMILY TRADITION 

From 1941 to 1985 PART 1. 

In 1968 Bernie painted the Alco diesels in NYC colors. (great job). I think they were originally in 
Union Pacific colors. 
 
Notice the red stripe at the bottom of the locos. The original Lionel paint job was UP yellow & red. 
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THE DYNAMIC DUO AND A FAMILY TRADITION 

From 1941 to 1985 PART 1. 

Here we see in 1978 a standard gauge scale and to the right a Lionel set. The water tower in the 
center is made from an old Quaker Oats box. 
 
 This must have been were Dave Lawler (Mr. Cheerio box) got his start! 
 
Mike Klein still has the water tower model his dad built. 
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THE DYNAMIC DUO AND A FAMILY TRADITION 

From 1941 to 1985 PART 1. 

 

In 1985 the layout started to shrink. I really like the Lionel loco and passenger cars. The use of a 
Lionel  ZW transformer powers the layout, 
 
This ends part 1.  
 
Part 2 will show some of the excellent models that Bernie Klein made. Keep in mind the years these 
were built and the materials used. 
 
Chuck & Mike Klein hope they passed the audition.  
A special thanks to the Klein family for sharing these wonderful memories. 
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PLACES TO GO 
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 WHAT’S GOING ON 

Many Events have been cancelled already. 

These events are still on the schedule.   Please check by calling ahead to make sure they are 

still going to be open. 

2021 - 
August 14 

Jefferson Ohio Historical Society - Train  Swap and Sale Event 
Jefferson Community Center, 11 East Jefferson St., 
Jefferson, Ohio, 44047 
10 am to 3 pm                                          Adm. $2.00 
      Phone 440-576-5333 

2021 - 
August 14 

D & J Model Train Show 
11788 Market Street, North Lima, Ohio 44452 
10 am to 5 pm                      Adm. 
           Phone: 330-549-2143 

2021 - 
August 21 

Everett's Train Show and Swap Meet 
Marion Union Station 
532 West Center Street, Marion, Ohio 
10 am - 4 pm                       Adm. Free, Donation Accpeted 

2021 - 
August 3-8 Medina County Fair   - Remember to Vote for Favorite Modules    

2021 -  

August 10-15 
Cuyahoga County Fair   - DIV4 modules on Display  

2021 -  

September 3-6 
& 10-11 

Octoberfest - DIV4 modules on Display  
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HOBBY SOURCES IN OUR AREA 

These vendors are members of our own NORTH COAST 

DIVISION!   Give them a try when you need the supplies 

and services they offer!! - Editor 

 

4342 W. 130th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44135 
(216) 252-8880  

http://www.depotland.com/
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HOBBY SOURCES IN OUR AREA 

Parma Hobby 

5275 Ridge Road 
Parma, Ohio 44129 

216-741-6440 
www.parmahobby.com 

http://www.parmahobby.com/wc/index.htm
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HOBBY SOURCES IN OUR AREA 

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE DEALERS! 

http://www.hobbytown.com/Store/Profile/ohmen/
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   ABOUT US 

      We are Division 4 of the Mid-Central Region of the National Model Railroad Association.  

(DIV-4  MCR  NMRA). 

 

      With more than 200 members from Cuyahoga, Erie, Huron, Lorain and Medina counties in 

the state of Ohio. 

 

     The North Coast Division meetings are normally held on the second Friday of the month, to 

hear guest speakers, share skills, have railroad related clinics, and to share common problems 

and successes.  Many of us get together informally in round-robin sessions to operate and work 

on each other’s layouts, or just talk railroads and modeling. 


